Week Ending Friday, May 16, 2003

Proclamation 7675—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
2003

May 9, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Every day across the country, from our
largest cities to our quietest crossroads, peace
officers stand watch over our citizens, self-
lessly risking their lives to protect individuals,
families, neighborhoods, and property
against crime. This week, we salute these
men and women for their courage, commit-
ment, and service, and we honor those who
have fallen in the line of duty. We also reaf-
firm our commitment to supporting law en-
forcement by bringing our communities to-
gether to fight crime.

Peace officers fulfill a great calling in up-
holding the rule of law in our society. Law
enforcement officers choose their profession
and take their oaths knowing that theirs is
a dangerous job. They accept these risks, an-
swering the call of duty and demonstrating
a willingness to serve that reflects the best
of America.

As they work to protect our communities,
peace officers often place themselves in
harm’s way. Some make the ultimate sacrifice
in defense of others. During Police Week,
and particularly on Peace Officers Memorial
Day, we pay tribute to the 148 law enforce-
ment officers who gave their lives in the line
of duty last year. Those who have fallen are
remembered in our hearts and in the mem-
ory of our country. Through their service and
sacrifice, they have earned our Nation’s re-
spect and gratitude.

As we honor these fallen heroes, we should
also resolve to support all law enforcement
officers by becoming active in the fight
against crime. Strong communities and
neighborhoods help deter crime. By coming

together as neighbors, and by looking out for
each other, Americans can assist law enforce-
ment in preventing crime in our commu-
nities and also help secure our homeland
from the threat of terrorism. In the new
world we face since September 11, one of
our best defenses is a vigilant public working
with law enforcement to help protect our
land.

I created the USA Freedom Corps to fos-
ter a culture of service, citizenship, and re-
sponsibility in America, and to provide op-
portunities for Americans to get involved in
helping their communities. A key component
of Freedom Corps is the Citizen Corps,
which helps coordinate volunteer activities
that make our communities safer, stronger,
and better prepared for emergencies. Since
the Citizens Corps was launched last year,
more than 500 Citizen Corps Councils have
been established, bringing together first re-
sponders, local government officials, and vol-
unteer service organizations.

Volunteers are also working with police
departments through more than 430 Volun-
teers in Police Service programs in our Na-
tion. Additionally, the number of registered
Neighborhood Watch groups continues to
grow. To build on these successes, we should
continue to strengthen partnerships between
citizens and local law enforcement and work
to engage more volunteers in public safety
and emergency preparedness. By joining to-
gether to fight crime, we honor the memory
and uphold the legacy of all those who gave
their lives to preserve our safety and security.

By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676), the Con-
gress has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to designate May 15 of each year as
“Peace Officers Memorial Day” and the
week in which it falls as “Police Week,” and,
by Public Law 103-322, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be
flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day.

577



578

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 2003, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 11 through
May 17, 2003, as Police Week. I call on all
Americans to observe these events with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. I also call
on Governors of the United States and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as
appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half-
staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I fur-
ther encourage all Americans to display the
flag at half-staff from their homes and busi-
nesses on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 14. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7676—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 2003

May 9, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s transportation system takes us
where we need to go, keeps our economy
moving, and strengthens our Nation’s secu-
rity. On National Defense Transportation
Day and during National Transportation
Week, we celebrate how modern transpor-
tation has transformed the world and recog-
nize the men and women who have contrib-
uted to its progress. We also renew our com-
mitment to increasing transportation safety
and to keeping our transportation system on
the leading edge of technology.

Our 21st century transportation system
safely and securely transports our citizens
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and delivers a wide range of goods through-
out the country and the world. In times of
war, our transportation system also moves
troops and carries defense cargo efficiently.
Preserving and enhancing our transportation
resources makes that infrastructure safer, fa-
cilitates growth in business and industry, cre-
ates jobs, secures our Nation, and improves
the quality of life of our citizens.

To sustain these advantages, we must con-
tinue to invest in our Nation’s transportation
systems. From enhancing existing highways,
waterways, railway lines, pipelines, and air-
ports, to developing fuel-efficient and re-
duced-emissions vehicles, we must work to-
wards improving safety, protecting the envi-
ronment, and furthering our national de-
fense. As part of these efforts, my Adminis-
tration has announced a hydrogen fuel initia-
tive to reverse America’s growing depend-
ence on foreign oil by developing the tech-
nology to produce commercially viable, hy-
drogen fuel cells, which will help power cars
and trucks with no emissions of air pollution
or greenhouse gases. This new national com-
mitment could make it possible for the first
car driven by a child born today to be pow-
ered by hydrogen, and be pollution-free.

Through the newly created Department of
Homeland Security, my Administration is
working towards strengthening protections
throughout our national transportation sys-
tem. Designed to increase protections for
America’s citizens while maintaining the free
flow of goods and people across our borders,
our comprehensive national plan includes se-
lective maritime restrictions, increased air-
port security, and improved railroad infra-
structure security. We are also enforcing
temporary flight restrictions and flying Com-
bat Air Patrols over critical sites, increasing
surveillance of hazardous material shipments
within our country, and taking measures to
keep hazardous materials away from places
where large numbers of people gather. We
are determined to defend the American
homeland, and we will do all in our power
to make sure our skies, rails, pipelines, water-
ways, and roads are safe from terror.

To recognize the men and women who
work in the transportation industry and who
contribute to our Nation’s well-being, and



